Your guide to
choosing a
second language

From your first year of study onward, you have the
great opportunity to learn a second language

at IB. You can choose one of the following
languages: Mandarin Chinese, Dutch, German,
French or Spanish. In the second year, students
with a non-Dutch diploma will follow a compulsory
5-credit Dutch Language & Culture course.
Language and culture are closely connected, so
learning a new language improves your intercultural
competences, thus making you a global citizen. s.orgiu@pl.hanze.nl
Having learned a second language is also a great
help during your placement and study abroad
semester. But how do you choose? What exactly
will you learn and how can you know before the
start of your programme what is the best choice?
With this guide we hope to help you make the right
decision. www.hanze.nl/ibs
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0 Mandarin Chinese

In the Chinese language classes you will learn

a specific vocabulary in Business Chinese and
Business Behaviour after having obtained some
basic knowledge of the Chinese language. With
support of the Groningen Confucius Institute

we will offer an optimal quality and you could
participate in the HSK 1 and 2 test on a voluntary
base. The Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi Test (HSK)

is an internationally acknowledged exam from
the Ministry of Education in China. After having
followed at least 1 year of classes, you have the
possibility to attend a Summer Camp in Beijing
at the Communication University of China for

2 weeks, or in case students are excellent they
have the opportunity to obtain a scholarship in
China for half a year or longer. Another way to put
your language sKkills into practice is by doing an
internship or study abroad in China in the third
year. After studying Chinese at IB you will be able
to speak Chinese in daily life and simple business
matters. To avoid being a fluent fool, you will
enhance your cultural awareness which will make
doing business in China more successful.

&
-« Dutch

During the second year of the 4-year programme,
students with a non-Dutch diploma will follow a
compulsory 5-credit Dutch Language & Culture
course. This module provides you with valuable
language skills that enrich both your studies and
daily life in the Netherlands. Besides this course,
you can also choose to study Dutch from the
start and follow three semesters of Dutch to
improve your language skills even further and
increase your job opportunities in the Netherlands.
Understanding that language will also help you
understand the environment you’re living in, and
that means:
+ you will be doing your shopping in Dutch shops
+ you would like to interact with the locals in their
own language
+ you want to feel connected with Dutch society in
order to understand the culture
+ you would like, or you need, to have a part-time
job in the Netherlands during your studies
As an international student, you can do your
study abroad semester and your work placement
in the Netherlands. This will open doors in your
professional life after your studies.

= German

e Spanish

iDale cafa a tu espafiol! Get a move on your
Spanish and go beyond the mere fiesta and

siestal A team of dedicated lecturers will guide

you through the basics of Spanish. Our interactive
classes will prepare you to become an independent
and culturally competent speaker so you can

move easily in different Hispanic cultures. When
you address people in their native language, their
hearts will open and you are only one step away
from doing business successfully. Perhaps more
so than in any other culture, in the Hispanic world
conversacion amena (affectionate conversation)

is valued enormously. We aim at delivering
confident speakers who don’t hesitate to treat their
Spanish colleagues to a vino tinto y un pintxo or a
Colombian friend to a cafecito con leche.

Practical facts

+ Students with a non-Dutch diploma will follow
a compulsory 5-credit Dutch Language & Culture
course in year 2.

+ All language classes start at level zero. After
one semester of language classes, you will have
reached level A1 according to the Common
European Framework of Reference (CEFR). By
the end of semester 2, your skills will be at A2
level (A2.1 for Mandarin Chinese) and after three
semesters, your skills will be at B1 level (A2.2 for
Mandarin Chinese).

+ Every other week you will have 2 or 4 hours of
language classes and you will earn five European
Credits per language module (15 in total for
years 1 and 2).

» At the end of each module, your reading, writing,
listening and speaking skills will be assessed.

 In the final semester of year 2, there will be
an integrated assignment with the course
Intercultural and Professional Skills in Business.



